BLACKBURN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 

REPORT 

Year  ending  December  31st,  192/. 


Blackburn  : 

W.  A.  Hulme,  Boro’  Press,  28,  Mincing'  Lane. 


“ WOODVILLE,” 


Preston  New  Road, 

Blackburn, 

8th  May,  1922: 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blackburn  Rural 
District  Council. 

G-entlem  en, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  iny  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  December  Slst,  1921,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  fifteen 
townships  comprising  the  Blackburn  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  issued  a communication  that  the  department 
has  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  revising  particulars  to  be  included 
in  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  by  the  omission  of  details 
as  to  conditions  which  do  not  vary  from  year  to  year. 

Annual  Reports  of  a full  and  detailed  character  (referred  to  as  Survey 
Reports)  will  normally  be  required  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  five  years,  and 
in  other  years  the  Report  will  be  prepared  on  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry 
according  to  the  circumstances  prevailing. 

The  Annual  Reports  for  1919  and  1920  will  be  treated  as  constituting  the 
first  of  a series  of  Survey  Reports,  the  primai’y  object  of  future  Survey  Reports 
being  to  review  the  needs  of  the  area  in  relation  to  the  protection  of  the  Public 
Health  and  the  progress  made  in  meeting  these  needs  since  the  date  of  the" 
preceding  Survey  Report. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1921  will  accordingly  be  an  ordinary  report  and 
give  the  details  necessary  for  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in 
addition  to  other  matters  of  local  interest  in  connection  with  the  conditions 
prejudicial  to  the  Health  of  the  District. 


As  the  populations  of  the  individual  townships  are  not  yet  available,  it  is 
not  possible  to  give  the  vital  statistics  of  the  respective  townships. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  ...  20,148 

Population  (1921)  ...  10,240 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  2,295 

Rateable  value  ...  £80,517 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . £335/10/0 


Extracts 

from  Vital  Statistics  for 

the  Year  1921. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

j Legitimate  ... 

162 

83 

7'/' 

Births  |j;qegjtii^ate  ... 

6 

4 

2 

Deaths 

113 

60 

53 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth — 

From  Sepsis — none  ; From  other  causes — 3. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age— 

Total,  11  ...  Legitimate,  11  ...  Illegitimate,  none 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  None 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  None 


Rates  per  1,000  of  Population — 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Phthisis 

Deatli-rate 

Rate  of  Deaths 
under  1 year  to 
1,000  births. 

1921 

16-4 

11-0 

0-39 

65 

1920 

19-9 

12-4 

0-59 

39 

Afean  of  10  years — 1911-20  

17-3 

13-7 

0-69 

90 

.increase  or  decrease  in  1921  on  previous 
year 

—3-5 

—1-4 

..  —0-20 

-fG 

Ten  years’  average 

—0-9 

—2-7 

..  —0  30 

—26 

K For  England  and  Wales,  during  1921,  the  birth-rate  was  22‘4  and  the 
I ^eath-rate,  12’ 1,  the  infantile  death-rate  being  83  per  1,000  births. 

t Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year. 


'I’lie  following  summary  gives  the  details  of  notifiable  diseases  reported — 

< 

Diseases 

Total  Under 

cases  I 1-2  i'-3  3- 

1 M.  10-1.5  I5-?0  20-3.i  3-5-4.')  I.i 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to  Total 
-f!5  Hospital  deaths 

Dipththeria  and 
Membranous  Croup... 

6 

...  1...  5 

6 ...  — 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

— ...  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

7 

...  1...  4...  1...  1 

1 ...  — 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

— ...  — 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia... 

1 1 

3 

1...  1...  1... 

,,,  

Total... 

19  1 

...  2...  9...  2...  2...  2...  1... 

7 ...  — 

10  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  received  (9  Form  A;  3 Form  C ; 
4 Form  D). 


There  have  been  3 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  (2  notified  and 
1 not  notified). 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Medical  Practitioners  is  strictly 
•observed. 


There  have  been  no  special  causes  of  sickness  during  the  year  and  there 
lias  been  a marked  decline  of  notifiable  diseases  during  1921. 

The  sanitaiy  condition  of  schools  in  the  District  is  satisfactory.  The  School 
Closure  has  only  been  adopted  on  3 occasions,  for  Whooping  Cough. 


Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals  and  other  Institutions 
Available  for  the  District. 

As  the  populations  of  the  respective  townships  in  the  District  are  not 
sufficiently  large,  there  are  no  arrangements  provided  by  the  Council  for 
Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  Child  Welfare  and  other  similar  works. 

The  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  District  is  5,  all  of  whom  are  on 
the  County  Council  Register. 

The  accommodation  for  Smallpox  is,  as  in  the  past,  arranged  with  the 
Blackburn  Corporation  for  their  acceptance  of  cases  from  the  Rural  Area,  if  they 
have  accommodation  available  at  Finnington. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases  the  provisions  are  also  as  in  the  past.  These 
include  arrangements  with  the  Blackburn  County  Borough  Fever  Hospital, 
Chorley  Joint  Hospital  and  Withnell  Fever  Hospital,  for  acceptance  of  cases  as 
requii'ed. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  in  an  Infectious  Hospital  Ambulance — usually 
that  of  the  Hospital  to  which  the  respective  cases  are  removed. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  visited  and  precautionary  advice, 
with  instructions,  given  with  a view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease  and 
for  removing  conditions  favourable  to  infection. 

25  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

The  method  of  disinfection  of  clothing,  &c,,  is  by  steam  disinfection,  or 
fumigation  in  the  room  by  formaldehyde  gas.  Free  supplies  of  disinfectants 
are  granted  when  necessary. 

Laboratory  Work. 

8 samples  of  water  were  examined. 

5 swabs,  from  throats,  were  taken  and  examined. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  are  kept  at  various  Police  Stations 
within  the  District  and  7 phials  were  used  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  Local  Acts  or  Special  Local  Orders  except  those  conferring  on 
the  Council  the  powers  of  an  Urban  Authority  under  several  sections  of  Public 
Health  Act,  1875  ; the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ; and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Sanitary  Adjiinisteation. 

The  whole  of  the  District  has  been  visited  perio  lically  and  systematically. 


Water — Mellor  Brook  is  supplied  from  tlie  Manchester  Corporation  mains. 
Other  parts  of  the  District  are  supplied  from  Blackburn  Corporation  and  Darwen 
Corporation  mains,  while  still  other  parts  derive  the  supply  from  private 
reservoirs  and  wells.  There  have  been  no  extensions  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse — -In  the  townships  of  Livesey, 
Ramsgi’eave,  Wilpshire,  Mellor  and  Pleasington,  scavenging  is  done  by  the 
Rural  District  Council,  by  contract,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  In  the  remainder  of  the  District  it  is  done  by  o\vnerB  and  occupiers 
of  the  houses.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  land,  as  there  is  no  destructor. 

Privy  Middens  only  exist  in  remote  parts  of  the  District  and  are  emptied 
in  the  daytime. 

Sewage  Disposal — The  various  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  District  have 
been  under  observation  and  have  worked  satisfactorily. 

In  Billington  there  are  open  septic  tanks,  bacteria  beds  and  land  filtration. 
In  Wilpshire,  open  septic  tanks  and  filtration  areas.  In  Mellor  Brook,  there 
are  closed  septic  tanks  and  single  contact  filters.  Mellor,  Eccleshill,  Pleasington, 
and  Livesey  have  tanks  and  land  irrigation.  There  have  been  no  developments 
during  the  year. 

The  character  of  Drainage  is  by  the  separate  system. 

27  drains  have  been  tested  during  the  year. 

Pollution  of  Streams — It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  with 
regard  to  the  pollution  of  ri^^ers  and  streams  in  the  District. 

Sanitary  Department — Included  in  the  work,  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
are  the  following — Inspection  of  Premises  where  foods  are  manufactured,  stored 
or  exposed  for  sale ; the  close  observation  of  the  condition  of  Bakehouses  (3) 
and  the  licensed  Slaughter-house  in  the  District,  and  these  appear  to  be  kept 
satisfactorily ; Inspection  of  the  premises  of  the  142  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors 
of  Milk  on  the  Register  of  the  District.  There  have  been  503  inspections  and  the 
conditions,  under  which  Milk  is  jDroduced  and  distributed,  are  greatly  improved. 
It  is  evident  that  those  who  are  engaged  in  this  work  are  taking  more  interest 
in  the  efforts  to  keep  milk  free  from  contamination,  as  far  as  possible. 

The  Regulations,  made  under  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
are  enforced. 

During  the  year  65-lbs.  of  Tuberculous  Carcases  and  parts,  together  with 
5-lbs.  of  unsound  meat,  were  condemned,  or  surrendered,  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  Legal  Proceedings  for  exposing 
for  sale  food  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Nuisances — 209  Nuisances  were  abated  and  161  Informal  Notices  were 
served.  19  Smoke  Observations  were  taken  and  it  has  not  been  necessaiy  to 
take  proceedings  to  procure  abatement  of  any  of  these  nuisances. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


The  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  ^of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  9") 

(b)  As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses — 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

^Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  ...  ...  ...  12 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  Dwmlling-houses  in  which  defects  W'ere  remedied-- 

(a)  By  Ow'ners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

("b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...None 

The  Housing  Scheme  of  the  Council  is  completed. 

GENERAL. 


Since  the  last  Annual  Report  there  have  not  been  many  changes.  The 
conditions  of  the  District  are  well  maintained,  and  the  residents  appear  to  be 
more  interested  in  the  question  of  public  health  than  hitherto.  Much  depends 
on  individual  efforts  and  it  is  very  gratifying  that  the  statistics  included  in  this 
report  reflect  the  result  of  those  efforts.  There  lias  not  been  any  serious 
epidemic  of  Infectious  Diseases,  the  number  of  notifications  being  comparatively 
few. 


It  is  hoped  that  further  interest  will  be  cultivated  to  improve  the  conditions 
during  the  present  year. 

I remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  R.  POLLARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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